Reprinted on the back cover of this issue is a previously unreported broadside for Leaves of Grass, now in the Kendall Reed Collection and reproduced with Dr. Reed's permission. On the verso of this advertisement, which offers Whitman's "suppressed book!" in a reprint of the banned 1881 Boston Osgood edition, is an offer for "Cabinet Photographs" of well-known writers and other celebrities. The sales agent is one E. C. Walker, of Norway, Iowa. This broadside is particularly suggestive in that it proffers Leaves as a book that-precisely because it has been judged '''obscene' by the authorities of Massachusetts"-should now be "bought and read by every truth-and liberty-loving man and woman, both for its intrinsic merits and to vindicate the right to Publish, now menaced by the ignorant and prurient minions of an effete and intolerant Church, and tyrannous, invasive State." Directly below the ad-copy for Leaves is an announcement of "The Apochryphal New Testament,"l "just the book to enlighten your Christian neighbor."
Little is known ofE. C. Walker/ and the date of the broadside is uncertain, though the reference to the Osgood plates and to the Boston controversy suggests a date right around 1882 (the subjects of the photographs for sale on the verso also support an early 1880s date). Walker was probably distributing copies of Philadelphia publisher Rees Welsh's reprint of the Osgood edition; Rees Welsh and Company took over the publication after James R. Osgood withdrew his edition and sold the plates to Whitman when Boston district attorney Oliver Stevens ruled that Leaves was obscene literature and demanded the removal of certain poems and passages. If nothing else, the broadside demonstrates that not all early Iowans shared the view of Secretary of Interior James Harlan (of Mount Pleasant, Iowa) that Leaves was an "indecent" book. Walker, on the contrary, sounds very much like William Douglas O'Connor, who of course defended Leaves and its author against Harlan in 1865 and against the Boston suppression in 1882, in both cases railing against the prudery and tyranny of state forces. Truth Seeker-self-described as "a magazine for free thinkers"4-on June 10, 1882. Over the next few months, a lively debate about Whitman's work appeared in this journal, and in the November 25 issue, E. C. Walker contributed "Words in Brief," a spirited defense of Whitman's poems, which, he claimed, were indecent only to those with vile minds. 4 The similarities between Walker's broadside and his Truth Seeker article suggest that the broadside was issued in the heat of the Boston controversy.
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